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from the second into the first as well as climb from the first
into the second.    In short there is no need to believe that
everything " primitive " in Hesiodic Greece is handed down
from the Heroic Age, from the Bronze Age, and so from the
Aegean Neolithic  or from  a Primitive Aryan  Race,   any
more than that everything in the law or superstition of
Christendom in the eighth century must needs be a legacy
from the Rome of the Antonines.   Many agrarian " pagan "
rites in either age may have been handed down among the
peasants from a very remote time,  to emerge again into
prominence when an emancipated upper class is discredited
or killed off;   and in like manner this or that trait in Greek,
Roman,  or Hindu law may indeed be  a  legacy from an
"Aryan race ", transmitted over so many hundreds of miles
and years.   But this seems much less likely in law than in
agrarian religious ritual.   It involves the presupposition that
the regime characteristic of a static agricultural society in
India, Italy, and Greece, owes its common traits to trans-
mission by a wandering people through much racial admixture
and, at least in two cases, through all the storms of a Heroic
Age.   Nor is this common-descent hypothesis necessary ;  as
we may see from the fact that a similar solidarity of the
family and predominance of the father appears in, among
other countries,  China.    This type of land-law in fact is
simply humanity's response, in many regions, to a similar
economic situation.    The only point requiring explanation
is the dominance of the male over the female.   In agricultural
civilizations which have developed in situ from the food-
gathering stage, it is not uncommon to find woman in a
position of equality with the male.    Her subordination is
probably to be traced, as we have suggested, to the fact that
she cannot, or cannot always, fight for her property;  and
it is here that we must see, probably, the abiding result of
a " time of troubles " in the background.
The solidarite de la famille en Qre.ce is not, then, a
republican solidarity. The heads of the several oikoi (the
Roman familiae), which were grouped together in the genos
and the phratria, certainly met together periodically, in

